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METROPOLITAN FARMING — WATER USE 
Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.15 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food. Recently, the Department of Water finished its evaluation of the Gnangara mound. Part of 
that evaluation was about how much recharge is going into the mound in certain areas to ensure that we do not 
take out more than the recharge on a continuing basis. In the localities of Nowergup and Carabooda, which come 
into my electorate of Wanneroo, there are substantial vegetable and fruit growers and plants, trees and the like 
through there. It is a high-value part of my electorate. What makes this part of my electorate even more valuable 
is that it is now right on the edge of the metropolitan area, or the urban corridor. Therefore, job opportunities are 
a lot more sustainable. One farm that I visited recently has just over 300 people working on it, so I am talking 
about substantial sized businesses of great investment. I would like to see the agriculture department play 
a larger role in metropolitan farming areas. I think that is important. I know the minister is keen about that, 
because some technical issues need to be resolved. What size farm is sustainable in this area? Obviously, that 
needs to be discussed and worked out. Does this area need further planning adjustments for lifestyle blocks? We 
know that this area will not have urban infill because it is just not viable in that location. Perhaps in 100 years 
there might be more, but right now it will not happen in any way, shape or form. 

One of the main issues with the Department of Water is that it has advised most farmers up there that they need 
to cut back on their water use by about 25 per cent. If farms lose 25 per cent of their groundwater use, especially 
in those areas where vegetables are grown, that pretty much starts to rule them out of business. I do not think that 
we can allow that to happen. We need to find an alternative source, which we know is nearby. I refer to the 
Alkimos wastewater treatment plant. Each day, it pumps thousands of litres of water into the ocean. I think the 
solution is to capture some of that water and feed it back to these farming areas so that they can utilise it and 
continue growing in the metropolitan area. 

I want to mention in Parliament that one farmer in that area put a big investment into Lancelin, which is not too 
far away, and started growing up there. However, his costs were over 30 per cent more, which meant that some 
vegetables coming from the east coast were, believe it or not, cheaper than what he was able to produce and sell 
his vegetables for under his contracts with the local Woolworths, Coles and IGA. I find it very odd that that can 
happen. As was explained to me, it was basically done because the scale of farming to sustain this needs to be 
larger. However, we also know that some of our Vietnamese farmers are doing great work growing cucumbers, 
string beans and produce like that under shade and in hothouses. When the minister comes out later in the year, 
we will be able to show him some of that sort of work that is going on. They are always very keen to show us 
how innovative they are being in this space and I think that is really good. 

The other aspect is, clearly, that keeping our farming community within our horticultural area in the metropolitan 
area makes it a lot more efficient to get labour. When some of these farmers were first out there, they were in the 
never–never and they used to have to pay for people’s fuel costs, cars in some cases, or buses to get people to 
come in and work. Now with the growth of the urban area, through Alkimos and even my old suburb of 
Yanchep, people now are only five or 10 minutes away from a job and they can work there. The other really 
important thing I would like to see happen is continued growth in that space. Other agencies such as the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife are very keen to assist the Department of Agriculture and Food in continuing 
farming in this area and probably with more intensive farming. Over time, the department will probably allow 
some of its old forest land to be converted to farming so we can keep horticulture very close to our people and 
our produce can get into the metropolitan area at a reasonable cost. 

In the minister’s other portfolio, the Department of Transport, is investing heavily in the freeway to the north. 
This will allow these farmers to get on that freeway sooner to get to the Canning Vale markets and other 
marketplaces a lot quicker and more safely, rather than having to use the old roads. The farmers are quite happy 
to see some of those expansions come along. All the government investment in that corridor is good and the 
investment that we can now make through the allocation of water and having the Department of Agriculture and 
Food far more involved will be a bonus and a plus for our state and our community in Wanneroo. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.22 am]: I thank the member for 
his grievance today and his interest in supporting not only the horticultural industry within his electorate, but 
also the creation of jobs within his local community. As the member is already aware, the horticulture industry is 
an important part of the Western Australian economy, producing a diverse range of top quality horticultural 
products with a total value-added contribution to the state’s economy estimated at $2 billion. 

The intensive horticulture industry in the Carabooda and Wanneroo area provides a valuable source of fresh 
vegetables and fruit for the Perth market, as well as plant nurseries and turf farms. Around 2 500 hectares of 
highly valued Spearwood sands are irrigated by the horticultural sector using the shallow aquifers of the 

 [1] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 8 September 2016] 

 p5678a-5679a 
Mr Paul Miles; Mr Dean Nalder 

Gnangara mound. The area’s horticulture generates a significant contribution to the local economy, with the 
value of agricultural commodities produced estimated to be about $81 million in 2014–15. I am also aware that 
the horticulture industry creates a significant number of jobs for local farmers and businesses in the member’s 
electorate. The Gnangara groundwater system is Perth’s largest source of good quality, fresh water. It is a shared 
resource that supplies irrigated agriculture and public water supply whilst supporting important wetlands. The 
Department of Water measurements over the last 25 years show that groundwater levels across the horticultural 
areas at Carabooda, Neerabup and Nowergup have continued to fall at a rate of around 14 centimetres to 
25 centimetres per annum. The Department of Water has indicated that recovery of water levels is needed to 
maintain a viable horticulture industry to provide long-term security for horticultural users in a drying climate. 
Finding solutions and minimising disruption to businesses will require ongoing support from agricultural peak 
bodies and the Department of Agriculture and Food to find ways to adapt and reduce groundwater use. An 
example of this was DAFWA’s More Dollars per Drop project, which completed the Irrigate WA app to assist 
with the implementation of correct irrigation scheduling for a variety of crops, regions and soil types in 
Western Australia. 
I would like to also share at this point that there has been interesting research done by people within the 
Department of Agriculture and Food. I am very conscious of one person’s efforts to look at how we can increase 
productivity in the horticulture sector and reduce or be more specific with water flow to orchards in the south 
west. They are getting great outcomes in reducing the amount of water used but increasing productivity. Smarter 
or better ways of using technology to ensure that we have a better productivity output for the level of water used 
are potential opportunities that exist moving forward. Solutions around this, such as increased efficiency, new 
technology, effective urban design and innovative alternatives, will provide low-cost, accessible, good quality 
groundwater to meet all our water needs to 2030 and beyond. 
As a result of the member for Wanneroo’s advocacy on behalf of his constituents and farmers in his electorate, 
I have asked the Department of Agriculture and Food to form a committee working group, to be chaired by the 
member, to assess the issues and make recommendations for a sustainable horticulture industry in the long term. 
The committee will comprise representatives from Vegetables WA, the horticultural industry, the City of Wanneroo 
and the Departments of Planning, Water, and Agriculture and Food. The committee is to inquire into and report 
on the feasibility of establishing a Carabooda horticultural precinct focusing on the following key considerations. 
First, the impact of the proposed long-term reduction in water licences; second, the feasibility of using recycled 
water from the Alkimos treatment plant; and, third, the expansion and intensification of horticulture. 
I look forward to getting an update from the member for Wanneroo on the progress of the working group and 
I congratulate him for his advocacy on behalf of local farmers to support and expand a very valuable industry 
that creates jobs for people in his electorate and beyond. 
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